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Seventh Sunday in Ordinary Time 

February 19, 2012 
It is I, I, who wipe out, 

 for my own sake, your offenses; 

 your sins I remember no more. 

                                                                  — Isaiah 43:25 

Santa Maria Parish is a Church in Mission! 

Visit Santa Maria School at an Open House in February or March  

Tour the school & learn more about our programs: 
 

¶ Thursday, February 23, 8:00am - 12:00pm 
¶ Thursday, March 1, 5:00pm - 7:00pm 
¶ Sunday, March 11, 10:00am - 1:30pm 
¶ Wednesday, March 28, 5:00pm - 7:00pm  

 

 
Please CALL to reserve your spot at an Open House 
Kindergarten - 8th Grade:  (718) 823-3636 ext 4  or Pre-K3 and Pre-K4: (718) 863-5047 

                                 or Email: development@santamariabronx.org 

 

 

We begin the great season of Lent on  

Wednesday, February 22nd, 2012  

 

Ashes will be imposed at Santa Maria 
at the following times:  
§ 7:00 AM Mass  
§ 8:30 AM Mass for School Children  
§ 3:00 PM Para -Liturgical Service  

§ 7:00 PM Mass  
§ 8:00 PM Mass ( Santa Misa en Español )  

Lent 2012 
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—ALTAR SERVERS— 

  February 25th, 2012—Saturday 

     5:00pm— M. Reynoso & J. Richardson 
 

   February 26th, 2012—Sunday  

  8:15am— J. Harrison & K.J. Imbrah 

  9:15am— A. Aracena, C. Aracena & 

                   C. Cardenas   

10: 30am— A. Cardona, C. D’Aloia & R. D’Aloia   

12  noon— R. Giron, K. Pinelli  & R. Russell    

  5:00pm —D. Capa, M. Capa, I. Livica  &  

                    B. J. Thumpayil 

 

We are Tithing Parish 

THANK YOU for your support! 
 

February 13th, 2011 COLLECTION: $2,679 

February 12th, ,2012 COLLECTION: $ 3,118 
 

Our weekly support requires a minimum of  $3,100. 

Are you or a loved one experiencing 

homosexual attraction and looking for 

answers?      Courage , an apostolate of the 

Catholic Church, ministers to  persons with 

same - sex attraction and their loved ones. We 

have been endorsed by the Pontifical Council 

for the Family and our beloved John Paul II 

said of this ministry, "COURAGE is doing the 

work of God!"   We also have an outreach called 

Encourage which ministers to relatives, 

spouses,  and friends of persons with same - sex 

attraction.  For more information visit:  

http://couragerc.net/  or contact a local group: 
 

                               Manhattan - Fr. James Lloyd, C.S.P. 

        (212) 307-1808  

 

         Manhattan - Fr. James Connolly,  

         (212) 753-8418 

 

   Merrick (Long Island)- 

 Fr. Charles Mangano.  (516) 623-1400 ext. 190 

The Stewardship Appeal 2012 
As stewards and Disciples of Christ, we recognize that 

all the goods and riches in our life are gifts from God. 

Strengthened by the Eucharist, we respond to God’s 

generosity in our lives with gratitude by using and 

sharing our gifts in service of others. Please share your 

gifts and make a gift to the 2012 Archdiocesan 

Stewardship Appeal. 

Campaña Arquidiocesana de  

Corresponsabilidad de 2012 
 

Siendo los custodios y discípulos de Cristo, reconocemos 

que todos los bienes y las riquezas en nuestras vidas son 

regalos del Señor. La Eucaristía nos fortalece, y 

respondemos a la generosidad de Dios en nuestras vidas 

usando y compartiendo nuestros regalos para servir a 

los demás.  Por favor comparta sus regalos y haga un 

regalo a la Campaña Arquidiocesana de 

Corresponsabilidad de 2012. 

School News: No School: Monday, February 

20th (President’s Day). Ash Wednesday, 

February 22nd: Mass at 8:30AM 

r In Remembrance of Our Beloved Deceased     

For the week of February 18/19th through February 

25th: the Communion Hosts  have been donated in 

loving memory of Patricia Harms and the Altar 

Flowers have been donated in loving memory of 

Marilyn Gibboney. Please remember them when 

receiving Communion and in your prayer. 

ČThank you - Peter’s Pence Collection:  We 

thank all of our parishioners for their generous 

support of our Holy Father.  We will be sending 

the Archdiocese a total of $823.00 that was 

collected last weekend for this purpose.   

Č NOTE: President’s Day: The Rectory Office 

will be closed after the 8:15 AM Mass in observance 

of Washington’s and Lincoln’s Birthday. 

r Rite of Sending: On Sunday - February 19th at 

the 12 Noon Mass five adults and one teenager 

will celebrate the Rite of Sending in which they 

are send forth to St. Patrick’s Cathedral so that 

their names can be written in the Book of the 

Elect in the presence of Cardinal Dolan since they 

are preparing for full initiation into our Catholic 

Church and will be Baptized, Confirmed and 

receive the Holy Eucharist for the first time this 

Easter Vigil.  We ask you that you keep them in 

your prayers. 
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Masses for the Week 

Saturday, February 18th 

    5:00 pm  Frances Beaulieu      
Sunday, February 19th  

    8:15 am  (Italian) For the Recovery of Anthony Frisolone    

    9:15 am  (Spanish)  Maria DiPlan,  Delilah Elias &  

                    Carmen Milagros Reynoso 

  10:30 am  Marilyn Gibboney   

  12   noon  Antonio Cipollone & Vergie Giron     

    5:00 pm  Marcia King     
Monday, February 20th 

    7:00 am   NO MASS 

    8:15 am   Manuel Reyes & Delilah Elias 

    7:00 pm   NO MASS 
Tuesday, February 21st 

    7:00 am   For the Special Intentions of Julieta & Augusto  

                      Arroyo 

    8:15 am  Phyllis Sprovieri 

    7:00 pm  Anna & Owen Mooney 
Wednesday,  February 22nd     (Ash Wednesday) 

    7:00 am  Margaret Donnelly &  In Thanksgiving to All Saints 

    8:30 am  For the Special Intentions of Santa Maria School’s  

                     Families, Children, Teachers & Staff 

    3:00 pm   Distribution of Ashes Service 

    7:00 pm  For the Holiness, Health & Unity of All Parishioners 

    8:00 pm   Por la santidad, salud & unidad de todos feligreses  
Thursday, February 23rd 

    7:00 am  In Honor of St. Jude 

    8:15 am  For the Special Intentions of Katarina Fikar on Her 

                     Birthday  

    7:00 pm  For the Special Intentions of Clare & Robert Bertino  

Friday, February 24th 

    7:00 am  In Thanksgiving to the Sacred Heart 

    8 :15 am  All Souls  

    7:00  pm  Anna, Anthony & Joseph LoCascio  
Saturday, February 25th 

    8:15 am  Maria Ucci 

    5:00 pm  Henry Helmer  
Sunday, February 26th 

    8:15 am  (Italian) Sebastian Frisolone  

    9:15 am  (Spanish)  Alejandro Rodríguez,  Emilia Corniel 

                    Emma Serafin & Belkys Sanchez 

  10:30 am  Edward & Marion Flack  

  12   noon  Deceased Parishioners of this Month & Miroslaw  

                    Wasilewski  

    5:00 pm  For the Health & Strength of all those Suffering  

                     from Cancer  

ÑMass of Thanksgiving: We have received 

FOUR tickets to Join His Eminence Timothy Michael 

Cardinal Dolan in a Mass of Thanksgiving at St. 

Patrick’s Cathedral Saturday February 25th at 4PM 

followed by a Reception at the Sheraton Hotel and 

Towers.  If you would like to be in the raffle that 

selects the persons going please leave your name and 

telephone number in the Sacristy or Rectory.  You 

must be willing to go on your own since there will be 

one person only per ticket selected. 

What is holiness? 

 I would like to offer some thoughts on what 

holiness is. What does it mean to be holy? Who is 

called to be holy? We are often led to think that 

holiness is a goal reserved for a few elect. St Paul, 

instead, speaks of God’s great plan and says: 

“even as he (God) chose us in him [Christ] before 

the foundation of the world, that we should be 

holy and blameless before him” (Eph 1:4). And he 

was speaking about all of us. At the centre of the 

divine plan is Christ in whom. God shows his 

Face, in accord with the favour of his will. The 

Mystery hidden in the centuries is revealed in its 

fullness in the Word made flesh. And Paul then 

says: “in him all the fullness of God was pleased to 

dwell” (Col 1:19). 

In Christ the living God made himself close, 

visible, audible and tangible so that each one 

might draw from his fullness of grace and truth 

(cf. Jn 1:14-16). Therefore, the whole of Christian 

life knows one supreme law, which St Paul 

expresses in a formula that recurs in all his holy 

writings: in Jesus Christ. Holiness, the fullness of 

Christian life, does not consist in carrying out 

extraordinary enterprises but in being united with 

Christ, in living his mysteries, in making our own 

his example, his thoughts, his behavior. The 

measure of holiness stems from the stature that 

Christ achieves in us, in as much as with the 

power of the Holy Spirit, we model our whole life 

on his. 

The Second Vatican Council, in the 

Dogmatic Constitution on the Church, 

speaks with clarity of the universal call to 

holiness, saying that no one is excluded: 

“The forms and tasks of life are many but 

holiness is one — that sanctity which is 

cultivated by all who act under God’s 

Spirit and… follow Christ, poor, humble 

and cross-bearing, that they may deserve 

to be partakers of his glory” (Lumen 

Gentium, n. 41) 

A selection from: BENEDICT XVI 

GENERAL AUDIENCE 

St. Peter's Square Wednesday, 13 April 2011 

http://www.vatican.va/archive/hist_councils/ii_vatican_council/documents/vat-ii_const_19641121_lumen-gentium_en.html
http://www.vatican.va/archive/hist_councils/ii_vatican_council/documents/vat-ii_const_19641121_lumen-gentium_en.html
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Õ REFLEXION SOBRE LAS ESCRITURAS  Õ  

 

 

Õ REFLECTION ON THE READINGS Õ  

 
 

Seventh Sunday in Ordinary Time (February 19th) 

 

 Sin is the ultimate bondage, worse then any physical or mental handicap. Salvation is the 

ultimate freedom - freedom from the lies of the Prince of Lies; freedom to do the will of God 

- which, if we search our hearts is what we really wanted all along. The recipient of Godôs 

visitation usually responds: ñNo Lord I do not want thisò. But the Lord answers back in a 

round about way: "Yes you do, thatôs why I chose you. You are just frightened. But with Me 

there is nothing to fear, not the worse pain, not even the jaws of death itself." There is only 

one thing to fear - the pain of loss that is ultimate separation from God, where sin and the 

devil have their ultimate triumph of despair.  How will we respond to it? Being something 

new has a prerequisite - for something new to take over, something old must die- attitudes, 

tendencies, excuses. To change we must be willing to die of self. One of the pillars of the 

spirituality is this dying to self, the willingness to be stripped bare and allow the change (that 

only Grace can give) to take place. The soul is stripped bare. But then, a miracle can take 

place. The new self starts to emerge - one that has a more humble grasp of reality, one that is 

open to the will of God and the growth that only Godôs will can give. As time draws near to 

Lent we all stand at a crossroads, we are forced to make a choice as to which direction to go. 

To remain as we are -in sin, imprisoned, imprisoning others, or to take up our mat and walk, 

and become a new creation. There is nothing to fear, everything to gain, everything to do. If 

we become a new creation, others will have to follow. Make the change then today. 

 

Séptimo domingo del tiempo ordinario (19 de febrero) 

En esa camilla llevada por cuatro hombres, se nos insin¼a y representa el misterio de la 

çcomuni·n de los santosè, como dice san Pablo: que hemos de aportar algo nosotros a lo que 

falta a los sufrimientos de Cristo, para çel bien de la Iglesiaè. Es un misterio consolador y 

muy olvidado en nuestros d²as, en los que s·lo se cotiza la aportaci·n personal e inmediata 

en procurar el bien de los dem§s, y en que se da preferencia al bien f²sico o humano sobre el 

espiritual. La Iglesia se sostiene, y es llevada hacia Cristo, sobre todo por las oraciones de 

unos por otros. L§grimas, oraciones, penitencias, sacrificios, vidas anodinas y sacrificadas, 

llevan almas a Cristo. Pero y a estas almas que llevan a su vez a las dem§s, àqui®n lleva? 

Todas reciben una multitud de gracias de las otras, de todo ese acervo inmenso de amor 

crucificado que hay en la Iglesia, y todas son llevadas personal²simamente por Cristo. Sin 

Cristo en su interior, todos ser²amos igualmente inv§lidos para caminar hacia Dios. Quien 

nos lleva por el §spero camino que sube primero hacia el calvario y luego hacia la monta¶a 

de la Ascensi·n, es el mism²simo Cristo, instalado en lo m§s ²ntimo de nuestro ser para 

comunicarnos su Vida divina, y nos brinda tantas ocasiones para morir, si no de una vez en 

una cruz, s² cada d²a un poco en la infinidad de cruces que encontramos en nuestro camino. 

Con el perd·n ha llegado la virtud de Dios, que permite empezar el camino maravilloso que 

nos conduce a su Reino porque una nueva fuerza ha surgido en el fondo del alma. 


